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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 214112 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:SHUM. PINT, UG 

SUBJECT: DEMARCHE ON IMPENDING UGANDAN EXECUTIONS 
REF: NAIROBI 11571 (NOTAL) 

1 . REFTEL, BEING REPEATED TO ACTION ADDRESSEES, PROPOSES 
U.S. ACTION TO INDUCE UGANDAN PRESIDENT AMIN TO REFRAIN 
FROM CARRYING OUT EXECUTIONS SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY OF 
TWELVE UGANDANS ALLEGED TO HAVE PLOTTED AGAINST AMIN 
REGIME. AS INDICATED SEPTEL, DEPARTMENT BELIEVES DIRECT 
U.S. APPROACH TO UGANDA, IN PUBLIC OR PRIVATE, WOULD NOT 
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HAVE DESIRED EFFECT AND MIGHT EVEN SEAL FATE OF CONDEMNED 
UGANDANS. LEADERS OF ADDRESSEE HOST COUNTRIES MIGHT, HOW- 
EVER, HAVE INFLUENCE OVER AMIN IF THEY WERE WILLING TO 
APPROACH HIM ON THIS SUBJECT. 

2. REQUEST THAT YOU APPROACH HOST GOVERNMENTS AT HIGHEST 
LEVEL ON URGENT BASIS TO REQUEST THEIR INTERVENTION WITH 
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AMIN TO BRING ABOUT AT LEAST POSTPONEMENT AND RECONSIDERA- 
TION OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON CONDEMNED MEN, USING TALKING 
POINTS THAT FOLLOW. 

- WHILE WE RECOGNIZE THE RIGHT AND THE RESPONSIBILITY 

OF ANY GOVERNMENT TO MAINTAIN INTERNAL SECURITY, WE ARE 

CONCERNED ABOUT THE SUMMARY NATURE OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
AGAINST 12 UGANDANS RECENTLY CONDEMNED TO DEATH FOR 
ALLEGED COUP PLOTTING. 

-WE BELIEVE THAT EXECUTION OF THE DEATH SENTENCES CON- 
FIRMED BY PRESIDENT AMIN WILL ONLY SERVE TO FURTHER 
ISOLATE UGANDA FROM THE WORLD COMMUNITY AND WILL LIKELY 
DISCREDIT AFRICA'S STRONG CASE FOR SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 
JUSTICE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

- WE URGE THAT YOU INTERVENE WITH PRESIDENT AMIN, ASKING 
HIM TO COMMUTE ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS THE DEATH SEN- 
TENCES IMPOSED ON THE 12 CONDEMNED MEN. 

- WE HAVE CONSIDERED MAKING A PUBLIC APPEAL TO AMIN, 

BUT BELIEVE THAT OUR PUBLIC OR PRIVATE INTERVENTION IN 
THE MATTER WOULD ONLY SERVE TO EXACERBATE OUR ALREADY 
STRAINED RELATIONS WITH UGANDA AND PROBABLY STIFFEN 
AMIN’S RESOLVE TO PROCEED WITH EXECUTION OF THE DEATH 
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SENTENCES IMPOSED. OUR AIM IS NOT TO INJECT OURSELVES 
INTO THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF AFRICA, BUT TO ENCOURAGE 
POSITIVE ACTIONS BY AFRICAN LEADERS WHICH WILL SERVE OUR 
COMMON HUMANITARIAN INTERESTS-WHETHER LIVES INVOLVED 
ARE AFRICAN, AMERICAN, OR OF ANY OTHER IDENTITY. 

3. REPORT REACTION. VANCE 
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1 . REFTEL, BEING REPEATED TO ACTION ADDRESSEES, PROPOSES 
U.S. ACTION TO INDUCE UGANDAN PRESIDENT AMIN TO REFRAIN 
FROM CARRYING OUT EXECUTIONS SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY OF 
TWELVE UGANDANS ALLEGED TO HAVE PLOTTED AGAINST AMIN 
REGIME. AS INDICATED SEPTEL, DEPARTMENT BELIEVES DIRECT 
U.S. APPROACH TO UGANDA, IN PUBLIC OR PRIVATE, WOULD NOT 
HAVE DESIRED EFFECT AND MIGHT EVEN SEAL FATE OF CONDEMNED 
UGANDANS. LEADERS OF ADDRESSEE HOST COUNTRIES MIGHT, HOW- 
EVER, HAVE INFLUENCE OVER AMIN IF THEY WERE WILLING TO 
APPROACH HIM ON THIS SUBJECT. 
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2. REQUEST THAT YOU APPROACH HOST GOVERNMENTS AT HIGHEST 
LEVEL ON URGENT BASIS TO REQUEST THEIR INTERVENTION WITH 
AMIN TO BRING ABOUT AT LEAST POSTPONEMENT AND RECONSIDERA- 
TION OF SENTENCES IMPOSED ON CONDEMNED MEN, USING TALKING 
POINTS THAT FOLLOW. 

- WHILE WE RECOGNIZE THE RIGHT AND THE RESPONSIBILITY 
OF ANY GOVERNMENT TO MAINTAIN INTERNAL SECURITY, WE ARE 

CONCERNED ABOUT THE SUMMARY NATURE OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
AGAINST 12 UGANDANS RECENTLY CONDEMNED TO DEATH FOR 
ALLEGED COUP PLOTTING. 
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-WE BELIEVE THAT EXECUTION OF THE DEATH SENTENCES CON 
FIRMED BY PRESIDENT AMIN WILL ONLY SERVE TO FURTHER 
ISOLATE UGANDA FROM THE WORLD COMMUNITY AND WILL LIKELY 
DISCREDIT AFRICA'S STRONG CASE FOR SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 
JUSTICE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

- WE URGE THAT YOU INTERVENE WITH PRESIDENT AMIN. ASKING 
HIM TO COMMUTE ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS THE DEATH SEN- 
TENCES IMPOSED ON THE 12 CONDEMNED MEN. 

- WE HAVE CONSIDERED MAKING A PUBLIC APPEAL TO AMIN, 

BUT BELIEVE THAT OUR PUBLIC OR PRIVATE INTERVENTION IN 
THE MATTER WOULD ONLY SERVE TO EXACERBATE OUR ALREADY 
STRAINED RELATIONS WITH UGANDA AND PROBABLY STIFFEN 
AMIN'S RESOLVE TO PROCEED WITH EXECUTION OF THE DEATH 
SENTENCES IMPOSED. OUR AIM IS NOT TO INJECT OURSELVES 
INTO THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF AFRICA, BUT TO ENCOURAGE 
POSITIVE ACTIONS BY AFRICAN LEADERS WHICH WILL SERVE OUR 
COMMON HUMANITARIAN INTERESTS-WHETHER LIVES INVOLVED 
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ARE AFRICAN, AMERICAN, OR OF ANY OTHER IDENTITY. 

3. REPORT REACTION. VANCE 
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